
Historic Preservation Design Review 
July 22, 2010 

 

HP-10-15, 144 N. Main St. (City)   
 
I.  THE REQUEST 
 

Applicant: Richard Burns 
 

Status of the Applicant: Property owner representative 
 

Request: Design Review for proposed exterior renovations 
 

Location: 144 N. Main St. 
 

Present Use/Zoning: Commercial/CBD (Central Business District) 
 

Tax Map Reference: 228-12-04-016 
 

Adjacent Property Land Use and Zoning: North –Canal St./Tuomey parking lot/CBD 
South – Commercial/CBD  
East – Courthouse/Commercial/CBD  
West – Commercial parking lot/CBD  

 
 
 
II.   BACKGROUND 
 
The applicant is requesting design review approval for exterior renovations to the front and side window 
façades and garage doors of a commercial building that formerly housed a garage on the corner of N. 
Main St. and Canal Street, directly across from the Courthouse.   
 

Architectural/Historic Context 

 

144 N Main St. was constructed circa 1927/1940 (est).  Based on available records from the South 
Carolina Department of Archives and History and the Sumter City-County Planning Department, 
the structure under review is within the Historic Downtown and is also part of the National 
Register Historic District.  In the mapped NRHD area, the building is shown as “non-
contributing.” The site file for the adjacent Seaco Music Shop located at 140 N. Main describes 
the building as an “addition”, “constructed as an automobile service station which was later 
abandoned and the space utilized by the adjacent structure.”  It further describes the “section 
immediately adjacent to Main St. contains 2 vertical divisions; each with glass storefronts and 
garage doors, and the exterior wall material is masonry.”  The building presently is occupied by 
Seaco Music Company and houses retail and showroom areas as well as a musical practice area 
and associated storage for the larger retail store in the adjoining building. 
 
The recently completed Historic Resources Survey included the Seaco Music building as Site No. 
1192, and dates the original building at 140 N. Main at c. 1925.   The notation on the site card 
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describes the building as “1-part commercial block building of rectangular construction, with 
masonry (brick) exterior walls.  Significant architectural features include a corbelled cornice, 
clearstory windows, and flat metal awnings.  The store front is altered and clearstory windows are 
covered on the addition.”  The addition referred to is the building under review in this application.  
It is probably relevant to note that this addition is connected on the interior by an open doorway 
to the larger Seaco Music building and it is used as an accessory to that main structure. 
 
The addition itself is a 1-story, flat-roofed structure of masonry construction, and has a rectangular 
floor plan.  The Main Street level façade has large picture “clearstory” windows on the front and 
north sides that meet at the corner, with the remainder of the front façade of brick.  The roof 
overhang has a molded aluminum fascia.  A small, high window on the front façade, two narrow, 
recessed entrance doorways and two former garage door openings on the Canal Street side that 

have been covered with plywood are all that remain of the former garage.  A ticket window booth 
of masonry was added to the north façade between the garage doors in the last quarter of the 20th 
century.  The rear elevation faces a private parking lot and contains two covered, recessed 
windows that were not able to be observed but appear to be rectangular in shape and original to 
the structure. 
 

 
 
Scope of Proposed Work: 

 

Under the roof overhang on the northeast corner of the building, over the windows there is some damage 
to the soffit that will require repair.  The existing unfinished wooden support is proposed to be painted 
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red.  The picture windows are proposed to be uncovered and replaced, with dark brown or black painted 
steel framing.  There will be dark paneling and/or fabric screening on the inside of the windows to 
obscure and protect a music practice area so that from the street only a darkened interior is visible.  The 
existing garage door areas are proposed to be covered with framed wood paneling and painted cream to 
match the existing front portion of the building.  The ticket booth is proposed to be painted red to match 
the pole support at the front corner.  Finally, a few planters constructed using old truck tires will call to 
mind the former garage, and are to be planted with boxwood topiaries and colorful annuals and perennial 
plants that will provide contextual color and interest to the streetscape. 
 

 
The Design Review Guidelines Manual states: 

 
#3) LANDSCAPING SHOULD COMPLEMENT RATHER THAN DETRACT FROM BUILDINGS 

 
Recommended 

 

b. Low plants and shrubs at sidewalks are appropriate.  The introduction of low hedges or planters 

with flowers or other decorative plants is appropriate.  These may be desired as part of an overall 

streetscape program by the city or added on an individual basis by property owners. 

 

The planters will be constructed out of old tires that are bolted together and filled with colorful plants and 

evergreen shrubs.  They will be maintained in accordance with seasonal requirements and specific plant 
availability.  Under no circumstances will they be allowed to remain empty or deteriorated. 
 

 #6) ORIGINAL STOREFRONT CONFIGURATION SHOULD NOT BE ALTERED 
 

Normally Required 

 
a. Original storefronts that remain in the downtown area should be preserved and maintained. There 
should be no removal of original doors, bulkheads, decorative glass or other elements unless their 
deterioration can be demonstrated. 
b. Original elements that are too deteriorated to retain should be replaced with new elements to match 
in design and materials. 
c. Storefronts that have decorative tile or glass installed prior to 1940 should be retained. 
d. Buildings that are renovated and have post-1940 storefronts should receive storefronts in keeping 
with the original architectural character of the building. 
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The old corner clearstory glass storefront has been covered by plywood which will be removed and the 
underlying windows restored or replaced with clear insulated glass in as similar a style as possible.  The 
frames will be dark painted aluminum or steel.  The existing garage door areas are proposed to be 
covered with framed wood paneling and painted cream to match the existing front portion of the 
building.  These restorations and repairs will restore a more traditional and historic, pedestrian-scale 
downtown appearance and functionality to the building. 
 

#8) RETAIN ORIGINAL DISPLAY WINDOWS AND DETAILING 

 
Normally Required 

 

a.  Original display windows should be retained and preserved. 

b. Display window openings should not be enclosed or obscured with added materials. 

c.  Display windows should remain clear and not be tinted~ New display windows should match the 

original dimensions in size and scale. 
 

Recommended 
 

d. New display windows should have mullions or muntins of copper or bronze as opposed to raw 

aluminum. If aluminum is used it should be primed and painted a complimentary color with the rest of 

the storefront. 

e. Clear insulated glass may be installed on storefronts where the original glass no longer exists. 

 
Original display window dimensions should not be altered and materials such as copper or bronze should be retained. 

Original storefront windows should not be enclosed or downsized. New storefront display windows should fill their 

original opening and have mullion or muntin bars of copper or aluminum. Dark anodized aluminum is preferred for 

new display windows as opposed to the untreated or "raw" aluminum frames. If used, raw aluminum should be 

primed and painted. Clear transparent glass should be used. There should be no use of heavily tinted glass. If privacy 

is desired by the occupant the use of shades or blinds on the inside of the window is a much better alternative than 

tinted glass. 

 

    
                   Front façade – Main Street             Rear façade – parking area 

 
For the entire structure, the windows will be repaired and replaced as necessary, matching the original 
details as closely as possible.  The glass will be clear and not tinted.  Panels and/or dark fabric will 
provide privacy and acoustical improvement to the inside of the practice area where the corner glass front 
is located.  The dimensions, types, framing, size, and location of the windows will be retained on both the 
front and the back façades. 
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#11) RETAIN AND PRESERVE TRANSOMS 

 
Normally Required 
 

a. Original transoms should be preserved and maintained. 

b.  Transoms should not be enclosed or obscured with new materials. 

c.  Historic transom materials such as prism glass or leaded glass should be preserved and maintained. 
 

Recommended 

 

d.  New transom glass should be clear and not tinted. 

e.  If original transoms are not reopened the transom opening may be used as the location for a sign panel. 

 
Transoms are rectangular windows added above the display windows and door openings. The design of transoms 

allowed sunlight to reach into the interior of the building to help in illumination and heating. Transoms were often 

hinged to open and close and when opened would allow heat to escape in summer months. Painted signs were often 

placed on transoms and the use of translucent decorative glass was also used as a decorative feature. Transoms should 

be retained and preserved on original storefronts and new designs should utilize traditional transom designs. 

Transoms were often covered over or obscured in past remode1ings and the existence of original transoms should be 

investigated prior to storefront restoration. 

 
The transoms over the original garage door openings are being retained and no change is proposed.  They 
presently contain a leaded-glass type decoration that spells out the name of the business. 
 

 
 

 

#15) HISTORIC COLORS AND TEXTURES SHOULD BE MAINTAINED 

 
Normally Required 

 
a. Masonry walls that have not be previously painted should not be painted unless there are significant 

contrasts in the brick and mortar. 

b. Stucco or drivit surfaces to downtown buildings should not be added. 

 

Recommended 

 

c. Colors should be selected to compliment the dominant existing colors of dark red and similar hues. 
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There will be no change in the color of the cream and brick red paint colors that are presently on the 
building, but the project will merely freshen up and match the existing paint scheme in keeping with what 
is currently found in the downtown and on the adjoining Seaco Music Shop building. 
 

III. STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends approval of this request. The proposed project generally meets the requirements set 
forth in the design review guidelines.   

 
IV. DRAFT MOTION 
 
I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee approve HP-10-15, in 

accordance with the materials, photographs, and construction details submitted and referenced in the 
Staff Report. 
 
I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee deny HP-10-15. 
 
I move that the Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee enter an alternative motion. 
 
 

V. HISTORIC PRESERVATION DESIGN REVIEW – JULY 22, 2010 
 
The Sumter Historic Preservation Design Review Committee at its meeting on Thursday, July 22, 2010, 
voted to approve this request as presented with the following conditions: 
 

 Remove the support structure if the roof can be fixed for little or no cost; and 
 

 Do not install tire planters. 
 


